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Relax, pour yourself a coffee and enjoy reading the amazing diversity of good works for
the Lord in terms of the vast ministry activities that make up BCUC. But don’t just read
information! We have encouraged each team to not only report on what they do but to
send a prayer request. We hope you will see this less as a business report and more as
prayer journal for the ministry of BCUC. Every report represents Children of God
serving others. As you read through, we encourage you to pray as the apostle Paul
encourages the Ephesians
“Be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints” Ephesians 6:18.
We invite you to come back to this “prayer journal” again and again in prayer,
encouraging each other and then when you come to next year’s AGM report you can see
the results of Gods’ work, obedient, servant hearts and prayer.
Going out into deeper water: Rev. Dr. Benji Callen (Minister)
“Put out into deep water, and let down your nets for a catch”
Luke 5:4
For my first sermon at BCUC I encouraged us as a congregation to go
deeper. Deeper in our relationship with Jesus, deeper in knowing the vast love
of God, deeper in understanding the power and peace of the Holy Spirit. This
call from Jesus to put out into deeper water remains. The joy to be found is
catching the metaphorical fish (people caught in the wonder of God), joy in
community of a church working together with purpose and the joy of seeing the
world through the eyes of Jesus. The joy of raising Children of God.
As we continued through the year there was a focus on the meaning of the cross during lent finishing with some
powerful celebration services at Easter. Knowing what Jesus has done for us on the cross we then explored
reaching out into the community which included many house groups studying the five habits of missional people
or B.E.L.L.S. (Bless, Eat, Learn Jesus, Listen to the Spirit and be the Sent ones of God). Taking our raw emotions
to God’s broad shoulders we were loved by a God who cares about all of us as we discovered together the depth
of emotions in the Psalms; finishing with a Psalm writing workshop (please get your Psalms into the chats crew
now). As children of God we were reminded that we are loved with a lavished love of God, called to love others
and are spirit-filled. Finally, for the last few weeks we have explored being One Church in our membership series.
I’ve learnt much and pray you have too.
Nicole and my family have been called to a great church with much outreach and a community full of care. Many
visitors we have brought to the church comment on the warm and wonderful welcome. This is a great culture to
have in a church. Our family too have been warmly welcomed and well looked after. We are thankful each day
for the manse and pray we can continue to find creative ways of using it as a tool of hospitality to minister to our
local community.
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We have discovered BCUC to have an active prayerful, healing ministry and have been encouraged to hear
stories and be involved in this prayerful ministry.
I have been blessed with a great team of people to work with in the office, across all three services, at the church
council and beyond. Thank you for your skills, love for God and passion to serve the church. I really enjoyed
working with the Church Council on our vision and strategic plan. Developed partly from the phrase “it takes a
village to raise a child” we realised it takes a church to raise a Child of God, and so was born the vision.
BCUC: “Raising Children of God!”
As we look towards BCUC 2020 I encourage us to keep in balance the Up/In/Out of ministry. I particularly
encourage all our groups to keep looking up to the Lord for our energy, focus, creativity and inspiration. I wonder
what it would look like for BCUC to move beyond being a welcoming church to becoming known as an
encouraging church? Finally, can we re-think all that we do asking the question: how are we raising children of
God in every activity?
Prayer points:


Raise Children of God in every ministry area of the church



Continue to deepen our faith



Encourage each other beyond our usual circles



Learn and listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit

Alpha Group
The second half of the year saw the running of a mid-week, lunchtime Alpha group. Thanks
for the support of Jeff and Jan Hudson who see the Alpha endeavour as a great way of
bringing people to Jesus. With over 25 people attending from a range of cultural backgrounds
including people new to church, those new to Christianity and those who have been part of

BCUC for many years. The new format and videos are soul stirring and present the gospel
clearly. There were some beautiful moments with many “first-time” experiences over the weeks of gentle, nonjudgmental encouragement, including reading the bible, praying out loud and being filled with the Holy Spirit at
Sunset Rock UCA. The prayer support was essential (thank you) and the food helped to bring people together
(thanks so much). It was great to see people stepping up in their leadership.
We hope to run more Alpha groups in 2020 and beyond.
Prayers for 2020:


More invitations given and received from folk from outside the faith



Uphold people in prayer during the alpha sessions



Wisdom as to the most missionally, effective way of running Alpha next year
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Worship, sacrAments and pastoral care
Rev Rob Williams – Minister in Association

St. Luke wrote of the infant Jerusalem Church: They devoted themselves to the
apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Acts 2:42
As we commit to our missional vision ‘Raising Children of God’, Luke’s words set before
us essentials for a church to grow numerically, spiritually and as a community in and for
Jesus.
Preaching and leading worship, celebrating the Sacraments, pastorally caring for you and encouraging the life of
prayer have been my ministry focus in the year past. I have appreciated your prayers and encouragement in
these

areas

of

mutual

ministry.

Invitation

for

personal

prayer

may

be

offered

at

the

conclusion of times of worship. Often those responding seek prayer for physical healing, bringing blessing to
them and those who pray for them. This is a growing ministry in our congregation.
You will be aware of various worshippers who preached for the first time in the past year and those who
appeared on our various worship rosters. Growing as Children of God, they have helped the rest of us to do the
same as they tested the Spirit’s gifting for their tasks. It’s been encouraging for me to see God at work through

the worship ministry of our congregation.
Expressing our caring for each other builds our fellowship and sense of community. I’m grateful to God for those
who have joined our Pastoral Contacts Team. With around 360 new and active participants in our congregation,
the need for pastoral ministry with families and singles of all ages continues to grow. We also care for BCUC folk
in 17 aged care facilities. There are so many opportunities to care for one another! Thank you to all our Pastoral
Contacts and those who serve us informally in this way.
On the Monday following our monthly Communion Sunday I have the privilege of celebrating Holy Communion
in the Chapel. Most who come are unable to attend the major services of worship the day before. It’s an intimate
time of worship attended mainly by seniors. And the warm fellowship over a ‘cuppa’ which follows, deepens
their sense of belonging to the BCUC community.
Please pray:


for those who have a sense of belonging at BCUC but cannot worship as they used to



for those who enrich us through their pastoral care



for all who have and will respond to fresh ministry opportunities through BCUC



that we will discern our part in Raising Children of God through BCUC

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking
of bread and to prayer. Acts 2:42
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Church Council
Chairperson - Ian Olver
John 10:10 I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.
If BCUC is to experience life to the full, the focus of Church Council is on discerning
Christ’s will for BCUC, and that must be the focus of our prayers.
This translates to strengthening the spiritual well-being of the congregation
through vibrant worship, prayer and each of us contributing to the BCUC vision, “Raising Children of God”.
We have spent this past year developing the strategic plan for BCUC and laying the groundwork for Benji’s
ongoing ministry. I need not go into detail since I report monthly in CHATS however, the youth ministry will be
prioritised as the first new initiative, but we very much support a developing healing ministry and further down
the track a focus on families.
On the business side of things, there has been good communication with the Finance and Facilities Committees
and projects like installing solar panels will pay off in the future. Work continues to bring the manses up to
scratch to maximise returns on those investments. This is the first year that we have been able to access the
Mission Trust Fund which should strengthen the mission activities of BCUC.
A major initiative approved this year is the adoption of the appropriate software to run a 21 st Century business.

The Elvanto program supports the administration functions and allows us to update and revise our membership
rolls, and the Xero software will facilitate best accounting practices for our finances. We are grateful to Stuart
MacAdam and Tim Piper for the work done on this initiative.
Finally, I thank the Elders, Benji Callen and Rob Williams for all the work that they have put into Church Council
this year in addition to many other roles. I especially acknowledge with gratitude the contributions of those
Elders who will be finishing this year; Heather Maynard, Sarah Randall, Clare Bleakley and Greg Zheng.
We look forward with confidence to 2020.

kids camp out 2019
Gaynor Strapp
KCO’s vision: That young people become life-long disciples of
Christ within missional families and faith communities.
A record number of campers and leaders headed for Adare
Caravan Park, Victor Harbor towards the end of March ready for an
awesome weekend. We learned about God and God’s call upon
our lives through songs, stories, Bible studies and chats in our
groups. We ate delicious food, made new friends, listened to the parents who stayed up very late chatting, and

created a camp site where everyone was welcomed and felt they belonged – even the flocks of raucous birds
which visited the trees around us each day and left their ‘calling cards’ everywhere!!
Prayer point: May KCO continue to be a mountain top experience for our young people in their life-long
journey of discipleship.

Raising Children of God
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Café Worship

Classic Service

Ann Piper

Keith Maynard

“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.
See, I am doing a new thing!” (Isaiah 43:18-19)

“Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands.”

During the past twelve months we have experienced

regularly and this verse

many “new things” at Café: rather than relying on

from Psalm 100 could be

YouTube clips we have reintroduced live worship,

considered

which has enabled us to worship more freely.

song.

We have enjoyed hearing from a variety of preachers

For its Introit and Anthem

and have also provided a safe place for two of our

each week, the choir sings

own to preach in for the very first time. In February,

words that expound on

Benji arrived with a bang, or rather, a splash,

and reinforce the theme

preaching on “pushing the boat out further” and

for that week.

The choir sings Psalms

our

theme

illustrating his point with origami boats and an
inflatable pool! Having experimented with water, on

The Congregation also sings words that relate to the

Pentecost Sunday we experimented with fire…

theme and/or a particular part of the Service – e.g.

One of the highlights of the year came during the
sermon series on Michael Frost’s ‘BELLS’ teaching.
During the ‘E is for Eat’ week we abandoned our
usual configuration and pushed the tables together
to form one big dining table, where we enjoyed a
beautiful morning tea with each other. During Jesus’
time on earth, sharing a meal had special
significance because meals were times of solidarity
and fellowship. This was certainly something we
experienced as we ate together.

coming in to worship God or going out into his world
to serve him. Singing together in this way reinforces
the message for every person who participates.
Recently we have revived the practice of the choir
teaching the congregation new hymns, both words
and music, which expand their understanding of an
aspect of our faith and practice.
We experimented by holding choir practice in the
afternoon during winter months. This worked well

Partly in response to that service, we have begun

and members appreciated not having to come out

trialing a bi-monthly post-service lunch. We each

when it was dark and often wet and cold.

bring our own simple fare
and enjoy the opportunity

Currently we have about 14 people singing regularly

to

conversations

every week in our choir. The Congregation and choir

without having to keep one

would be very pleased if more people joined in,

eye on the clock.

especially men. Many benefits would follow - the

have

person would gain from the exercise which singing
As a relative newcomer to the café, I have found it to

gives, from the inspiration which the words we sing

be a place of safety, healing, encouragement,

bring to us and from the friendly fellowship. We can

fellowship and love. As we look ahead to 2020 we

provide one on one help for

pray that café would be all those things and more,

learning parts.

and that we would be open to the “new things” that
God has in store for us.

Raising Children of God
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9am WAMM – (Worship and Music Ministry)
Michelle Pruszinski
Each week we use our gifts, that are given to us by God, to celebrate God in our lives through Sunday morning
worship. As a team, we aim to create a welcoming space where everyone can experience a close and personal
connection with God. We are continually learning, exploring and trying different ways to
worship with new ideas and new music. We are excited by the vision statement ‘Raising
Children of God’, as we continue to embrace being an intergenerational and intercultural team.
One Bible verse that is used often in the different conferences that we have been a part of is -

Colossians 3:16 New International Version (NIV)
Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one
another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing
to God with gratitude in your hearts.
I really love the contemporary feel that The Message (MSG) version gives Colossians 3:15-17 The Message (MSG)
Let the peace of Christ keep you in tune with each other, in step with each other. None of this going off

and doing your own thing. And cultivate thankfulness. Let the Word of Christ - the Message - have the
run of the house. Give it plenty of room in your lives. Instruct and direct one another using good
common sense. And sing, sing your hearts out to God! Let every detail in your lives - words, actions,
whatever - be done in the name of the Master, Jesus, thanking God the Father every step of the way.
We pray that we continue to listen to and see where God is calling us to be. Embracing His opportunities.

Dr. Jon’s Pantry
Di, Mike and Anneke
Dr. Jon’s Pantry is a popular ‘hub’ in the BCUC foyer ! Relish, jams, marmalades and
home-grown produce have again raised enough to support for Dr. Jon in his sacrificial
work in Thailand.
For many years he has provided medical care and social support to families who have
fled from persecution in Myanmar and found refuge in Thailand.
We thank you all for purchasing our wares, for supplying clean jars for the jams etc.,
for donations and recycling your deposit bottles and cans, so we can continue to “give
a drink of water” to these unfortunate people, as the Lord Jesus has commanded us.

Raising Children of God
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Administration and Communication Support Area
Valerie Aloa
During 2019 the administration and communication support areas were combined and the volunteers in both
areas have worked together while still maintaining responsibility for separate tasks. The monthly BCUC Chats
have continued to inform BCUC people about issues under focus for the ministry team and Church Council and
BCUC activities with the generous support of the Ministers, the Chair of Church Council and other contributors.
The smooth operation of the administration area has continued as Stuart has mastered the very complex role
over his first year in that position. The decision to upgrade to a new administration operating system ’Elvanto’
has meant a lot of extra work for the Administrator. Thanks are due to Stuart as he uses his considerable gifts to
bring ‘Elvanto’ into operation and to the various volunteers who have assisted in gathering
and entering information.
There is still much to be done but the decision to upgrade is proving to be a positive one as
among other things, the system supports the important work of our Junior Church, Pastoral
Care team and Ministry team.
We pray that 2020 will be a year of increased participation in this important work as
others feel the call to support the mission of BCUC by sharing their gifts as volunteers in this
diverse and vital aspect of life at BCUC.
God has given gifts to each of you from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Manage them well so that God’s
generosity can flow through you. Are you called to be a speaker? Then speak as though God himself were
speaking through you. Are you called to help others? Do it with all the strength and energy that God supplies.
Then God will be given glory in everything through Jesus Christ. All glory and power belong to him forever
and ever. Amen. 1 Peter 4: 10,11. (NLT)

Mission Focus
Rex King
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is

no male and female for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:28
This year Mission focus is following a new pattern: instead of supporting
half a dozen causes with roughly $1,000 each, we have concentrated on
one Uniting World project. The Church Council has doubled our budget
and we have used $9,375 to support a Uniting World program called
“Transforming lives through leadership”. The money will cover the fees
of a woman in Vanuatu doing a B.A. degree to fit her for a future leadership position in the church - a church
where men have always played the dominant role.
Prayer points:


Wisdom in choosing a suitable candidate who will make a lasting contribution to the work of the church
in Vanuatu.



Acceptance by the church of the need to play a much greater role in the life and leadership of the church
in Vanuatu.

Raising Children of God
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Communications Mission Group
Jocelyn, Peter, Leigh
The overarching goal for the BCUC Communication Mission Support area is to
support effective communication both within our BCUC community and the
wider community beyond.
Mark 16:15 He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to
all creation.”
Together with the Administration Mission Support area we are responsible for ‘in house’ publications, BCUC
Chats, Christmas and Easter banners, letter box drop post cards, newspaper advertisements and making
available New Times publications.
The Communication Mission Support group welcomes ideas for CHATS articles, ‘Heartbursts’ (personal stories of
how God is working in your life) and publicity for BCUC activities and those of the wider church. We are
currently putting together a booklet of Psalms written by members of BCUC. Do you need some help to write
yours? See page 12 of the October edition of BCUC Chats or our website,
www.burnsidecityuc.org.au\Resources\Studies and Workshops\Psalm Writing Workshop
Thanks to Leigh Duffett, Jocelyn Nicholson, Peter Wierenga, Clare Bleakley and Stuart MacAdam for their
support of the Communications Team.
Please pray that the Holy Spirit will energise and inspire this group and other BCUC members to communicate
to others their faith both verbally and through print media.
Please pray also that all communications will help build up our love for each other and for the Father whom
we serve.

Prayer Chain
Jenny Olver
There are approximately 60 people who pray for situations sent in from members
of BCUC. Requests are generally via the Prayer Chain email and I email them to
chain members for prayer. A bi-monthly update is emailed to members, and also
mailed to several members who prefer receiving it that way. Verbal requests are
also welcomed.
The prayer requests vary from life-endangering and changing situations, to daily

worries and fears. We also pray for and share times of great joy, and it is always
special to share news of answered prayer.
Prayers for 2020
Pray for a continuous growth in the prayer life of BCUC – by individuals and groups. May prayer be the first
“port of call” in times of trouble and joy, and may we all feel comfortable to share prayer needs and to pray
together.
Every prayer request goes out with an accompanying bible verse that speaks either to the situation or provides
comfort and support. One verse has been used a number of times in the past three years:

He tends his flock like a shepherd: he gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close to his heart.
Isaiah 40:11 NIV
For prayer requests (which are kept confidential), to join this ministry and any questions you might want
answered first, please contact: Jenny Olver - prayer@burnsidecityuc.org.au

Raising Children of God

9

Burnside City Uniting Church - 2019 Annual Reports

Bcuc Library
The library has again in 2019 been a source of Christian
encouragement and information for many at BCUC. If you were
not one of them, then why not make the discovery ?
Any time, any day , the church library is there for you. . .
We invite you to browse among the wide range of books, DVDs
and group study materials.
The books are clearly arranged in genres, colour coded in sections
such as novels, theology, parenting, social issues, Christianity/other faiths etc. A complete catalogue is on the

BCUC website and a printed edition may be found on the display stand in the foyer. The librarians Judy Carne,
Owen Davis, and Anneke van de Loo will be happy to assist you.
The heart of the discerning acquires knowledge, for the ears of the wise seek it out Proverbs 18:15

Finance Report
Tim Piper - Treasurer BCUC
2019 has proved to be a pivotal year for the Finance team at BCUC. Relief at recording a $60k surplus for 2018
(against a budgeted deficit of $18k) was somewhat tempered by a lengthy qualified audit report presented to the
Congregational Meeting in April. The auditor included a number of useful examples and recommendations which
demonstrated, amongst other things, that our bookkeeping arrangement with the Uniting Church Central
Business Unit introduced a few years ago was not working as efficiently as anyone would want.
In June a proposal was taken to the Church Council to explore introducing a contemporary, cloud based
accounting alternative called Xero. Widely adopted by small businesses across Australasia (and the rest of the
world) over the last five years, this highly cost effective system is already familiar to several church members. A
project to transition BCUC bookkeeping and reporting into Xero from 1 January 2020 has already begun and is
proceeding well.
As part of that project, Tim Piper (a qualified finance director with extensive experience of Xero running a multi
million dollar not-for-profit as his day job) has also completed an analysis of BCUC’s underlying financial
performance since 2016. This has provided the foundation for preparing 2020’s budget, and will ultimately extend
into longer term financial plans to support strategic decision making by the Church Council.
In the short term BCUC is on target to break even during 2019, which will maintain the reserves accumulated in
the immediate past and would allow the church to move confidently and responsibly into 2020 even with a
deficit budget. The longer term consequences of that strategy can now be accurately forecast and monitored to
ensure that we continue to manage our finances responsibly.
Retiring Treasurer Gill Cibich has ensured that the Finance Team is well placed to support BCUC into the years
ahead and optimise our use of all the resources .
We give thanks for the finance team Russell Thomson (Chairperson), Anne Wierenga (Secretary), Ray Nicholson
(Giving Coordinator), Tim Piper (Treasurer Elect) and Freddy Bartlett. Also a big thank you to our Administrator,
Stuart MacAdam, for his continual support and help.
God has provided to deliver our mission and goals.
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2016 Actual

2017 Actual

2018 Actual

2019 Actual

2020 Budget

Operation Christmas Child
Di Croft
Many people have been involved this year to enable us to send 207
shoeboxes of small gifts to children in the Philippines. These shoeboxes
contain essential stationary items for schooling, clothing, hygiene items, a
cuddly toy to love and other items such as marbles, a tennis ball, skipping
rope, jewellery, a toy car, carry bag etc.
Our congregation has been very generous with monetary donations, both

from individuals and groups within the Church. Some people enjoy
shopping, sewing, crocheting and knitting. This has enabled us to send
boxes containing many items to be cherished by that child.
Many of the shoeboxes are distributed where the name of Jesus has never been heard. Like the apostle Paul we
are aiming to reach those people.
Rom 15:20-21. “It has always been my ambition to preach the gospel where Christ was not known, so that I
would not be building on someone else's foundation. Rather as it is written: "Those who were not told about
him will see, and those who have not heard will understand”


Please pray for safe travel for our boxes and for the children who will receive them. May they know the
love packed in that box is from a person far away who really cares for them.



Please pray also for the evangelical program called The Greatest Journey, which teaches children about
Jesus.

Raising Children of God
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Giving – Transformation 2020
Ray Nicholson - Recorder

The Transformation 2020 Giving Renewal Programme was launched in June this year. At that time pledged giving
was around $246,000pa and the renewed pledges increased this to around $275,000pa. Loose giving is averaging
some $5/600 per week. As a consequence the projected income from pledges and loose giving has been
budgeted at $295,000 for 2020. This accounts for some loss through natural attrition with time to time new
pledges being received during the year.
The following table illustrates the source of giving income by amount and it will be seen that the combined eGive
and Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) are the dominant methods used for giving in BCUC.

By $ amount

The table below shows that a higher number of families or individuals use giving through electronic eGive/EFT as
their preferred method of giving. It is not possible to measure the number of givers using loose giving so this is
not included in the table.
By numbers of families or individuals

They freely gave even more – For I can testify that they gave not only what they could afford, but far more. And
they did it of their own free will. 2 Corinthians 8:3
Having been involved as the Recorder and giving programs since 1998, commencing with Tusmore Park UC and
then BCUC, I will be relinquishing this role at early in 2020. It has been a privilege to work closely with many
members of the congregations and church council members over these years.

Raising Children of God
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Church Property and Facilities Committee
Malcolm Lake

The Facilities Committee is responsible to the Church Council for the care and maintenance of facilities.
Typical tasks include facilities planning, budgeting, execution, review and regularly reporting to Church
Council.
The Facilities Committee meet regularly during the year and ensure all the statutory obligations relating
to the buildings and church property are all appropriately discharged. Some of those obligations include
things like annually testing and tagging all electrical equipment and power cords, annual waste water

inspection by SA Water and pumping the accumulated residue from the kitchen grease trap to waste via
a contractor. Other obligations include quarterly lift and air-conditioning inspections and servicing as
well as testing all fire extinguishers and fire alarms.
Church cleaning is now done by a family contractor who cleans each Thursday evening. Window cleaning
is done twice a year by a contractor as is the professional steam cleaning of the foyer carpets and the
church hall. We spot clean carpets in the interim so as to ensure the property is well maintained.
Volunteers keep the cupboards, storage areas and the kitchen tidy.
The church building is now almost nine years in age and some major future costs will be painting several
internal walls that are showing significant wear and tear.
Audio, Visual, Lighting, Computer and Telephone equipment is monitored and repaired throughout the
year. There has been an application to the Mission Trust Fund for an additional projector screen at the
rear of the worship centre for musicians and others using the front of the church.
Solar panels are expected to be installed later in 2019 or early 2020 so as to reduce the church electricity
costs from $20,000 per annum down to $15,000 per annum. Quotes are being obtained to fit into a
Scope of Works that will implement these savings. Panels are expected to cost $24,000. The electricity
savings will repay the capital cost over a five year period.
The Three Manse Properties at: 420 Greenhill Road Linden Park, 380 Portrush Road Tusmore and 7
Kennaway Street Tusmore are all being quietly brought up to a good standard. The first two properties
are rented out and 7 Kennaway St is Benji’s family home.
The Playground & Church Carpark are regularly checked and play equipment is checked each quarter.
Gardens are maintained by John Lawrie and Chris Rogers and the lawns and blowing away all the leaves
is done monthly by volunteers.
The HUB – being the large solid brick structure on the Northern boundary of
the church car park is currently being used by the basketballers. Its longer
term use is the subject of a longer term review. But as of now nothing more is

planned.
He is the one who holds the whole building together and makes it grow into
a sacred temple dedicated to the Lord. In union with him you too are being
built together with all others into a place where God lives through his Spirit.
(Ephesians 2 v 21 & 22.)
Raising Children of God

14

Burnside City Uniting Church - 2019 Annual Reports

BCUC Cares
Peter Shackleford
The vision and its Scriptural basis
Jesus’ story about a man who came upon a stranger who’d been beaten, robbed and left to die, and who went
out of his way to see the man restored to health, is an object lesson in what it means to “love our neighbour”.
It is what Jesus’ own life and ministry were (and are) about - healing the sick in body, mind and spirit, welcoming
outcasts, and speaking truth to the powerful on behalf of the oppressed and voiceless.
And it’s what BCUC Cares and many other ministries that are supported by our Church are about, as we seek

together as followers of Jesus, to do what we can where we are, small or large, to fulfil our calling as co-workers
in God’s work of restoring his whole Creation to a state of Shalom (wholeness and health, truth and justice), in
agape (love).
“So then, as often as we have the chance, we should do good to everyone, and especially to those who belong
to our family in the faith” Galatians 6:10
The vision enacted this year
Through the agency of BCUC Cares, our Church has:


helped a widowed refugee mother meet the cost of schooling for her three sons.



helped other families new to our State, to establish homes and build new lives here.



supported the work of Uniting Communities based at Clayton-Wesley Uniting Church through the donation
of grocery and other items for distribution to people who are experiencing financial hardship.



funded temporary accommodation and food vouchers for people in need.



supported the building of a worship and Ministry Centre in Oodnadatta.



undertaken BCUC’s first Walk on Country as a way of increasing our understanding of the experiences and
traditions of Australia’s First Peoples.



sought to raise public awareness of the plight of asylum seekers
and refugees under Australia’s care, in the context of the 2019
federal election; and



supported the SA chapter of the Days for Girls organization, which
provides advocacy, reproductive health education and sustainable
feminine hygiene products for girls and women in developing
countries around the world.

Our prayer
That God will continue to use His Church at Burnside to build
His Kingdom on earth as it is in Heaven.

Everyone will live in peace among their own vineyards and fig trees,
and no one will make them afraid. The LORD Almighty has promised
this. Micah 4:4
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Stretchers Study Group
Di Croft
The Stretchers Study Group meets at the home of Di and Mike Croft on the 2 nd and 4th Wednesday evenings of
each month. With an average attendance of 11, we all feel blessed to be able to come together as Christian
friends to study God’s Word. We commence with prayer,
committing our time together to the Lord. Leadership is
shared amongst the group.
This year we have studied:


“Life in Christ”, a series of studies, from the book
of Ephesians, written by Rev John Blanksby.



Surprise The World.

B.L.E.S.S, a series of five

studies offered to all members of the Church and
supported by the Sunday messages.


Gospel of Mark chapters 1-8 over 10 studies.



Please pray for growth in our faith, especially for the “new Christians” in the group.



Strengthen those who have family and health concerns.



May we all feel the reassurance of God’s presence and love through the Holy Spirit.

Matthew 18:20. “For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them.”
2 Tim 2:15 “Do your best to win full approval in God’s sight, as a worker who is not ashamed of his work, one
who correctly teaches the message of God’s truth.”

House Groups
There are a number of small groups meeting in

private homes or at BCUC. Any person interested in
joining a small group is invited to contact Stuart to
enquire where spaces exist or to commence a new group.
One of these groups meets at the home of Balan and Susila on the first and third Thursday of the month.
Currently they are studying Luke’s gospel.


Enquiries welcome to David and Sally Andrew.

This group would appreciate prayers for healing of members within the group.

Luke 12: 22-26 ‘Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you
will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. For life is more than food, and the body more than
clothes. Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds
them. And how much more valuable you are than birds! Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your
life? Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?’

Raising Children of God

16

Burnside City Uniting Church - 2019 Annual Reports

Family House Group
What a fabulous bunch!!!! Six families, with children ranging in ages from 5-14, met regularly for the entire BELLS
series and have tried for monthly since. We start the evening by sharing a meal together hosted by a different
family each week. We have enjoyed everything from delicious Indian, Macaroni and Cheese, Pizza to Roast with
Yorkshire pudding. Yum!!!
We follow this with some family friendly Bible study with activities that have included Follow the Leader, drawing
each other, hide and seek and discussion. Our aim always was to empower families in their discipleship of each
other. It was a delight to grown in faith through the thoughts and wisdom from both parents and kids.
John 1:7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe.

Nicole Callen

Seniors Second Sunday Lunch
Anita Wheaton
We meet in the foyer at 12 noon to enjoy each other’s company and
friendship over a tasty meal of hot chicken and salads with a fruit platter for
dessert. Chatting over a meal is a pleasant way to get to know each other and
make friends.
Thank you to Patricia Holliday, Nita West, Barbara Pickering and Slava
Antonio for their help serving the meal and cleaning up and to Murray
Warner for collecting the cooked chickens.
Attendances this year have varied between twenty eight and thirty four. We meet each month and would love to
have you join us.
Rev. 3:20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to
him and eat with him, and he with me.

Raising Children of God
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The Saturday Night Friendship Club
Marjorie Hartwig
The club is still operating well, with attendances ranging from 31 to 57. The year started with a Mystery Bus Tour
to Tanunda to see and hear the restored organ from the Adelaide Town Hall that now resides there. We enjoyed
supper provided by the Committee. In March, April and May there were speakers with topics ranging from "An
Unbelievable Survival”, SA Women in WW1 to Medical assistance etc. in Africa.
At the April Meeting we honoured the memory of our founder Marjorie Scriven who died in March. This Club,
that she started, has now run for 51 years.
Each year we have a Theatre Night when a hired bus takes people to the Angas Street Theatre. This year the

Therry Dramatic Society performed "The Pirates of Penzance".
In the months of July and August we learned about Ralph Vaughan Williams and the English Folk Carols. We
enjoyed an excellent power point presentation by Helen Brooks who took her granddaughter to Europe and
England and shared the experience with us.
In September "The First Australian Cameleer Settlers" was the topic for the night. Our Musical Night in October
from the Quire Saint Nicholas had a delightful programme of sacred and secular songs including two hymns which
we were invited to join with them to sing.
Devotions, prior to supper, at each meeting are often based on the subject for the night.
The Saturday Night Friendship Club's final meeting of the year will be held
on 16th November. This is in the form of a Dinner and Annual General
Meeting. All members of the Church are welcome. Our meetings are held on
the third Saturday Night of the month at 7-30pm. We conclude with a
basket supper and thanks to all who donate food for this each month. To
cover expenses, members donate $3 at each meeting. Donations from the

Christmas Dinner and AGM

club were made to Frontier Services, Christmas Bowl, Hutt Street Homeless and Uniting Wesley Brompton.
Our Club will be in recess from December 2019 until January 2020. Visitors are always welcome at our meetings.
The Committee has worked well together to plan and organise and I extend my gratitude and thanks for their
good efforts.
"Keep on loving each other as brothers. Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have
entertained angels without knowing it." Hebrews 13:1-2

Mainly music
Chris Lake
This year mainly music, which is an outreach pre-evangelism programme for pre-school
children, parents and grandparents, has begun its 13th year at BCUC.
We begin with half an hour of interesting and active songs & rhymes, which include songs which teach about God.
The children have fruit for morning tea and then children enjoy their playtime and the carers chat.
It’s busy morning from 10-11.30 for the children and carers but longer for the team. The mm regular team
consists of Marie Roberts, June Bell, Ros Spangler, Verna Drexel, Anne Wierenga, Leonie Clarke, Bob Clarke,
Jinitha Robinson, Lisa Price, Karina Kung and Chris Lake. Others come on a roster and provide invaluable input.
Continued next page...
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18

Burnside City Uniting Church - 2019 Annual Reports
Cont. from page 18

Each morning we have devotions before the children arrive. We use the
the book “Jesus Calling” by Sarah Young. We find the themes are
usually relevant to us. The closing words from today are
“Let my life shine through you as you walk in the light with me.”
1 John 1:7 & Colossians 1:29
The families really enjoy mainly music and often stay from when the first child starts till the youngest child leaves
for school. We establish warm relationships with the families and are sad when they leave.
mainly music on Monday mornings is a great way to start the week positively.
If you would like to come and visit mainly music, speak to Marie or Chris.


Please pray for God’s love to break through to the families attending and for helpers to sustain the
programme next year.

Schools ministry
Keith Maynard
Jesus travelled around healing and teaching.
Centuries ago, the Church founded hospitals and schools.
Today, some of this work is carried on by Pastoral Care Workers (formerly Chaplains) in schools.
PCWs help the children who are being torn apart by their parents’ divorce, the teenagers who are still having
language problems because they don’t speak English at home (nearly 20% of Burnside families), the refugees who
have lost their accommodation, the students who come to school hungry.
In addition they talk to students and answer all sorts of questions. They can’t preach - but they can answer
questions. Nicodemus had to go to Jesus by night to have his questions answered. We have PCWs in schools who
can answer questions openly.
The Federal Government funds a little over 40 hours per week of PCW time in the four schools in which we work.

The Burnside Inter Church Council funds over thirty additional hours. What a difference that makes. We depend
on you to provide the funds which enable PCWs to reach out much further in the Name of Jesus.

Thursday Friendship Club
Anita Wheaton
We meet for lunch and activities each Thursday. We begin with an attractive lunch from noon to 1pm then enjoy
scrabble or canasta till 3pm.
We aim to support each other through fellowship. Many of our members live alone so
friendship and caring are an important aspect of our club. John 13:34: “love one

another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”
Our attendance is fourteen to sixteen each meeting and we would love to welcome
new members. Nancy Wood and Patricia Holliday are co-leaders with me.
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Bcuc netball
Cathie Malyschko
Our Netball Club has just finished its 6th year of competition. For the winter season
we had three senior and two junior teams. We have nine teams for the current
summer
competition - five senior, two Under 15, one Under 13 and an Under 11 team.
A highlight of the Winter Season was having three members of our club represent the SA United Church
Association in Hobart in the October school holidays. Congratulations Isabella Jawadi and Elise Swann for
competing in the CANA championship Under 17 division, and to Richard Pak Poy as coach for the second
consecutive year. A lot of training in the lead up to the Carnival and tremendous effort from Richard to put
together many weeks of training sessions.
Our club numbers have remained steady for the past few years. Netballers generally have a sense of mateship
and community, and I'm sure there's potential to nurture that within the BCUC community. We have at least four
members of the congregation playing for the club.
Thank you to Benji who attended a round of matches in the Winter Season, and also attended the End of Season
Presentation. We are currently preparing for a Christmas Celebration at the church with the netballers which we
are looking forward to and will give the netball families an opportunity to engage at the church in a social and
welcoming atmosphere.
Ruth Daws who contributes so much to the club and without fail attends our matches weekly, often remarks how
wonderful it is that our club has attracted such wonderful young people and their families. All players show
respect and sportsmanship on and off court, and determination on court. They try hard every week to improve
their skills. Above all the players enjoy themselves and love the game which is very satisfying to all looking on!
2 Chronicles 15:7: But as for you, be strong; don't give up, for your work has reward.

Hizbiz
Leigh Duffett
Some BCUC men meet on the last Tuesday of each month at the Marryatville hotel
for lunch and a good chat. There are no conditions for membership and men outside
our Church community are particularly welcome.
"If you come with us we will share with you whatever good things the Lord gives us." Numbers 10:32. NIV.
What are we offering?
An opportunity for men to share their stories from life with people who are prepared to listen.
We are all called to be alert to the Holy Spirit prompting us to invite others outside our BCUC community.

"Why did you leave him? Invite him to have something to eat." Exodus 2:206b NIV
Prayer points:


That the Holy Spirit will prompt us who to invite to a Hizbiz lunch.



That we will welcome and encourage all who attend.

Raising Children of God
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BCUC Playgroup
Diane Schutz
Luke 18:16 But Jesus called the children to him and said, "Let the little children come
to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.”
BCUC Playgroup is a place where parents and carers are welcome to spend quality time with their child as well as
interacting with other parents and carers. This can assist carers in developing relationships with other parents
and carers in similar circumstances and it is a place where children can build lifelong friendships. We desire to
come alongside them and help them in their parenting journey.

Playgroup is co-ordinated by Diane Schutz, (who started in this role in May 2017)
assisted by volunteers, Gaynor, Jinitha and when needed Roweena and Belle (a
playgroup mum). It is a missional outreach of BCUC; a place where between 15-25
families from the wider community come with their children and receive support and
encouragement in relaxed, positive surroundings.
New volunteers are always welcome.
Our aim is to provide a caring Christian environment for parents to explore creative play
and have fun with their children. We continue to pray that God will reveal Himself to
families at Playgroup through the love they receive, the conversations that are had and

through the ministry offered.

Women’s Table Tennis
Marlene Richards
From 9.30am every Tuesday morning a group of up to 20 women meet in the activity room to enjoy playing table
tennis. This activity is a wonderful social outlet as we also share morning tea, conversation and celebrate each
other’s birthdays. The group is unique in that some of the members have been meeting together on a Tuesday
for over 50 years, initially playing tennis on the Tusmore Memorial church courts. The standard of table tennis is
good and there is a culture where everyone feels welcome.
Each year we financially support several causes particularly Kids Camp Out, Operation Christmas Child and Uniting
Communities.
New players are always welcome.

Prayer point – To give thanks for the legacy of those who have been
a part of the group and for the group to continue to meet each week.
Isaiah 40:31 “But those who hope in the Lord will renew their
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not

grow weary, they will walk and not be faint”.
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family fun @ five
Chris Lake
Once a term Family Fun@5 is an opportunity for families in BCUC and those in the
community to have an enjoyable evening out. Craft related to the story to come
and games start the evening. Then everyone goes into the Worship Centre where
they hear and often take part in the Bible story told by Benji. Tea in the Hall
follows. The Easter story is always our story near Easter. In second term David
and Goliath was the story and in third term the wisdom of building your life on the

Easter Story 2019

rock of Jesus was told to 48 children.

House on Sand
Goliath

In fourth term we will help with the Christmas family service. Some families stay and talk while the children play
for some time after we have officially finished which indicates that we are meeting a need.

FF@5 is only possible because of the many BCUC members who help in setting up, organising and serving the
simple meal, help with craft and games and then help clean up. We have welcomers who greet people and move
around talking to people so that those who come without knowing anyone feel comfortable.
The organising team for FF@5 is Heather Walraven, Bob & Leonie Clarke and Chris Lake. If you would like to join
us speak to anyone of us.
God showed us that He often uses something small, like David, to show that His strength is greater than all! This
story is found in 1 Samuel 17.
So then, anyone who hears these words of mine and obeys them is like a wise man who built house on a rock.
Matthew 7: 24-25


Please pray for outreach into our local community that families will understand that

God loves them

and that Jesus’ presence in their lives will be amazing.

PSALMS
Please write your own Psalm to share in our Christmas Psalm Booklet
Psalms teaches us how to relate to God as God’s beloved children,
individually and together.
Some poetic styles are Sonnet, Haiku, Acrostic, Free Verse and others can be
used to describe God’s nature, His relationship to the world, His Son, His
Spirit, His relationship with you.
“Psalms is a form of storytelling. The key to writing is making the
audience feel. Give them something to remember and hold onto. It expresses
time with God”
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Junior Church
Heather Walraven
Proverbs 31:8-9 Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all
who are destitute. Speak up and judge fairly, defend the rights of the poor and needy.


Dear Lord, thank You for Your hand of blessing in our lives. Thank You for choosing
to work through us. Show us ways to be a blessing to others so that the earth will
be filled with the knowledge of our glory in Jesus’ name.

As BCUC adapts its Vision and we move into "Raising Children of God", I am thrilled. The
BCUC younger generation have been raising me as a "Child of God" for many years. Each
week, we who share time with this generation look forward to the time we are with them.

Communion Craft

They teach us, guide us, bring the reality of life, in their future journey with God. They are amazing. Through
knowing the Bible, stories from Jesus, their faith, their understanding of what it is to Raise a Child of God, we
grow through them.
And grown, in the physical term is what we have done. Mid year we needed extra tables [standing room only was
not an option]. To accommodate this wonderful group of Gods Children we had to bring in more chairs and
tables. Now as we approach the end of 2019 and our numbers have increased to over 50 children we are having
to find new rooms. How wonderful is that?
The younger members of BCUC have this year put their personal time and effort, with their faith and beliefs, into
raising funds for those in our community who are less fortunate. They really believed and worked hard for raising
funds for Church for Oodnadata with a BQQ and went onto raise funds for Backpacks for SA kids and again for
Uniting Communities through Pancake day and recently helped out
Frontier services.
I once read "At times it is our children that teach, enlighten, enrich and even
correct us of our follies with their innocent comment and behaviour".
To know the real meaning of 'Raising a Child of God'' there is no better place to
begin than being with the younger members of our BCUC congregation. Come
Preparations for the BBQ

join us. You will be totally blown away.

1 John 3:18 Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.

Bcuc basketball
brawlers and brawlets
Contact Micah

0423301987
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monday day fellowship
Ruth Daws
“Where two or three gather together in my name, there am I with them” Matthew 18;20
Our members have been aware of God’s presence when we met for
fellowship during the year.
We have had enlightening speakers from our Pastor Benji and Isabel
Williams on their productive and interesting lives, Kirsty Shadlick on her
life with children’s art, Garry Bracegirdle on his wonderful chocolates,

Birthday Entertainment

and Wendy Perkins on the Disaster Program within the Uniting Church.
Our annual Film Fundraiser in June showing the film Red Joan was most successful at the Regal Theatre, raising in
excess of $1000 enabling us to donate to Repat Museum, Uniting Communities, Red Dove Cafe, Lifeline, Frontier
Services, President’s Appeal, Sammy D Foundation, and Operation Christmas Child.
This year we had two bus trips the first to the Repatriation Museum and the second to a Royalty Exhibition
featuring from King William to Queen Elizabeth times and also hearing about the seven reigns of South Australia.
We celebrated in July, our birthday being entertained by Louise and at Christmas with a group from the Adelaide
Youth Orchestra.
Afternoon tea is always enjoyable but devotions and fellowship are the most rewarding
There is the average of 24 attending with all contributing in some way to the meetings.
A most happy and successful year.
Prayer: Thank you Father for loving us. Help us to be loving to others in all that we do.”

Craft Sew’n’ Chat
Maureen Williams
“We took sweet counsel together, and walked on to the house of God as friends.” Psalm 55:14
There are 16 members in our group which meets on Thursday mornings from 10am to 12 noon. It is a motley
group, each member with interests and skills which they are prepared to share. The ‘CHAT’ cements friendships,
understanding and empathy. It’s a ‘feel good’ group which welcomes even those who say “craft is not my thing”.
This year we have knitted squares to make rugs for the needy. Gwen Harvey, who is not a member, has knitted
enough squares for a colourful blanket. Thanks Gwen. This year yet again, we have knitted dolls for the
Samaritan’s Purse boxes and also made 50 beaded bracelets. From our $2 per week per person, $200 has been
given towards the postage of Samaritan’s Purse boxes.
We want to say “thank you” to Luke Malyschko for setting up the tables and chairs
each week.
Anyone is welcome to join us for a cuppa and a chat?
Heavenly Father, we thank you that we are a work of your designing and pray
that you will continue to hold us together with the love that you bestow on each
one.
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Women’s ministry
Marlene Richards
Friendship, Fellowship, Fun, Food and Fundraising for mission are
some of the key functions of the Women’s Ministry group who
meet throughout the year at various times and locations. Jocelyn
Nicholson advertises our events through email, Newsletter and
the Chats magazine inviting all women to attend. Di Croft handles
our finances and presents regular reports.

Packing Pamper Packs

In 2019 we purchased non break glasses for general church use, bought two
new sewing machines for refugees, donated $320 to Act for Peace, gave $200
to Backpacks 4 SA Kids and supported Operation Christmas Child.
In January we met to clean the church kitchen and servery from floor to
ceiling and we assembled a welcome gift hamper for the Callen family. We
also provided and helped serve supper at Benji’s induction service and during
February we held a brunch at the home of Verna Drexel to welcome Nicole Callen.
In May we met in the church hall to wrap a total of 96 gifts for distribution at Estia Residential Home and Clayton
Church Homes on Mother’s Day and a further 25 gifts were given to Eastern Adelaide Domestic Violence Service

for children to use as a Mother’s day gift. This was our 9th year of providing Mother’s Day gifts to local aged care
facilities and many recipients, family and staff are touched in some way by our gesture.
On Saturday May 18th cakes, jams and plants were provided for the Polling Booth cake and plant stalls and a
roster was made to help serve on these stalls throughout the day.
On July 10th we once again met to clean the church kitchen and servery.
On July 17th Ann Ellis hosted the card game Quiddler. This fun activity was held in the foyer at church and a
delicious afternoon tea followed. This was also an opportunity to support the Eastern Adelaide Domestic Violence
Service by donating new underwear for women, boys and girls. A total of 158 items were donated.
The last meeting for the year has been organised by Jocelyn and is a Christmas Themed High Tea to be held on
December 4th at Wohlers on Richmond Road.
Prayer point – As a group we continue to inspire, encourage, and support each other in our relationships,
spiritual life, giftedness and our ministry and outreach in the local community and around the world.
John 15: 12 – 15 “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this:
to lay down one's life for one's friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you.”
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Mission Trust Fund

Deb May

Statement Of Receipts And Payments
For The 9 Months Ended 30 September 2019
Interest Received

17,374.65

LESS

SURPLUS FOR PERIOD
ADD Surplus bought forward
UNDISTRIBUTED SURPLUS

$17,374.65
27,423.81
$44,798.46

STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES
AS AT 30 SEPTEMBER 2019
INVESTMENTS
UC Invest - Cash at call
- Donations held in at call

44,798.46
1,550.00

- Term Deposit No1 (16.01.20)

256,394.06

- Term Deposit No2 (29.05.20)

257,175.76

- Term Deposit No3 (16.10.19)

250,000.00
$809,918.28

TRUST RESERVES
Mission Building Fund
General Mission Fund
Fitness Facilities Fund
ADD Undistributed Surplus

512,069.82
250,050.00
3,000.00
$765,119.82
44,798.46
$809,918.28

(24 Oct 2019 - Church Council requests for Mission Trust Fund approved:
Mission Beyond Ourselves $5,000
Rear Wall Projectors
$10,620)
Note: CC requests not included in above figures @ 30/9/19

Acts 20:35 In everything I did I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the
words the Lord Jesus Himself said: “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”
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BCUC by the Numbers
Average Weekly Worship Service Attendance

Congregation Size

Adults

Children

Total

Contemporary :

81

26

107

24

Classic :

81

0

81

453

Café :

24

1

25

Total :

186

27

213

Active Worshipers :

339

Casual Attenders :

90

In Nursing Homes :
Total Size of Congregation :
Active Children/Youth

Ages 0 – 4 :

12

Ages 5 - 12 :

29

Membership (active & casual)

Ages 13 –16 :

11

Confirmed Members :

230

Age unknown

8

Children (under 14) :

74

Non Members or as yet unknown :

149

Total Active Children/Youth : 60

In Memoriam
We give thanks to God for the way Jesus has shone
his light through the lives of these loved members of our congregation
who have been taken to glory since our last AGM:
Ralph Arthur
Trix Bills
Bruce Brookes
Shirley Copley
Heather Crellin
Brian Ellison
John Govan
Alan Newton
Reg Paterson
Al Schammer
Marjorie Scriven
Diana Waterman
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