
Presbytery decision report for AGM Nov 2019 (Rev Dr Benji Callen) 
 
What is a presbytery and its role? 
 
 The structure of the Uniting Church pre-Nov 2018: 
 

 
From Nov 2019 the SA structure is  
 

 
 
Primary roles of Presbyteries in SA 

- focus on mission and relationship. 
- Gather together to equip ministers and congregations 

- Oversight of ministers and congregations 
- Ordination of ministers 
- Oversight of lay preachers  

 

Where is BCUC? Why do we need to make a decision which Presbytery we 
belong to? 

- Currently placed in Presbytery B (due to our geographic location) 
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- In May congregations were asked by Synod to make a decision to either:  
o join Generate, (by 2/3 majority of a congregational meeting) 
o actively decide to be in the yet to be formed geographic presbyteries 
o or be placed by default (in the geographic presbytery) 

- BCUC (via the church council) chose to wait until the formation of new 
presbyteries in November to decide. By this time, we would know our own 
strategic direction and vision plus the make-up of the new presbyteries. 

- On Sunday 24th November at our AGM, BCUC will have the opportunity to 
engage and play a significant role in the genesis of either Presbytery B or 
Generate Presbytery who are both still in their embryonic form. By continuing to 
postpone a decision (hence remaining in the default geographic presbytery B) we 
will be an observer rather than a participator at this exciting, rare, developmental 
stage. We would later need to ‘slot in’ to where we best fit. 

- BCUC is a significant congregation in the life of the SA synod rich in resources 
both people and buildings (e.g. both presbyteries have been using the building 
for meetings for last 6 months) and have the potential to offer a valuable 
contribution in serving the presbytery. 

Who is Generate Presbytery? 

- Formed June 2019, it is a non-geographic presbytery (presbyteries have 
commonly been formed around geographic boundaries) 

- Currently 115 congregations from Mt. Gambier to Ceduna, rural and urban, the 
largest and the smallest, traditional, contemporary and all in between. Many of 
these were predominately previous 3-D net and HopeNet churches, though 
churches from all previous networks are represented. 

- Chair: Rev. Dr Graham Humphris (Mitcham Hills UCA), Secretary: Rev. Steph 
Tai (The Journey UCA). Treasurer: Rev. David Hoffman (Westbourne Park 
UCA), Standing Committee: Ps. Stephanie Hogarth (The Journey), Rev. Simon 
Dent (CoroValley), Rev. Christine Manning (Hallett Cove), Ps. Jenny Wardrop 
(Encounter Church), Rev. Ian Clarkson, Rev. Dr Jonathan Davies (Seeds) 

- Key directions: People come to faith, Growing Passionate disciples, Courageous 
Leaders Raised, Churches renewed and planted 

- The large area has been sub-divided into 5 geographic ‘hubs’ with appointed 
leaders and teams to pursue this direction with supporting relationship, 
resourcing and mission. 

- Theological Position: predominately evangelical (inadequately defined as a more 
literal biblical understanding of Christianity within its cultural context, plus an 
understanding of mission that emphasises evangelism with salvation in Christ 
alone and good works) and charismatic. 

- Position regarding marriage: Marriage is between a man and a woman. Generate 
is not going to focus on marriage but rather seeing people come to faith. 

Who is Presbytery B? 

- Formed Saturday Nov 16th 2019 
- Currently 65 congregations geographically located roughly south of Adelaide, 

with a ‘soft’ boundary along the parade, through the city of Adelaide and 



including parts of the Adelaide hills, Fleurieu Peninsula and some churches in the 
south east.  

- Chair: Rev Diane Bury (Marion Warradale), Secretary: Max Howland (Seacliff), 
Treasurer Dr Di Russell (Pilgrim), Standing Committee: Rev. Anne Butler (Pt 
Elliot), Rev. Laurie Lingwood (Colonel Light Gardens), Aafke Boomsma 
(Bridgewater), Anton van Bavel (Malvern), Tim Lee (Blackwood), Rev. Lynne Aird 
(Adelaide West), Rev. Andrew Roberston (CityView)   

- Themes of generosity, relationship and sharing with each other while 
understanding the presbyteries call to serve and love the churches. 

- Loving and supporting congregations where they are. 
- Theological Position: this is a geographic presbytery and embraces the full 

theological diversity of the Uniting Church from its understanding of scripture to 
its definition of mission (includes from progressive to evangelical perspectives) 
it’s emphasis and understandings (and presumably direction) will reflect the 
diversity of make-up of congregations. 

- Position regarding marriage: the Assembly’s two understandings of marriage, 
which are both distinct and different, ministers and congregations can hold either 
position, that marriage is between two people or between a man and a woman. 
(BCUC’s minister was called by the congregation with the understanding of 
marriage being between a man and a woman and the church council supporting 
this understanding).  

How will congregations and ministers between presbyteries relate? 

- Our friends in Christ will still be good friends 
- There is hope of forming “clusters” between presbytery boundaries, between 

congregations and between ministers around common interest areas or 
geography 

- Presbyteries will share and relate and have open resourcing events and pray for 
each other. 

- Synod meetings 

What Next? 

At the AGM we decide. Decisions do not need to be permanent. We can always change 
if the congregation decides to (within reason). We hope that whatever decision is made 
we can continue to “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of 
peace.” (Ephesians 4:3). That unity is found in Jesus Christ, not a presbytery or a 
church governance structure. 

Whatever we decide Jesus is still the head of the church. It will not change BCUC’s 
vision is to be ‘Raising Children of God’. Our four seeds of hope are: “I Can’t Wait 
Worship”, Raising Disciples, Preparing the ground and Raising local’s. We need to ask 
the question where is God calling us to be? 
 
 
 


